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CROSSWINDS — the Gay& Lesbian Sky Diving Group of Southern California 


©2023, Brian A. Smith, D.C. All Rights Reserved. 
Established: September 1995 
Founder: Brian A. Smith, D.C., West Hollywood, CA 


CROSSWINDS was founded as a continuation of the fundraiser for the Gay & Lesbian 
Adolescent Social Services (GLASS) of Los Angeles “Y-Dive” held in August 1995. 


The group met monthly at the sky diving complex in California City, CA until early 1996 
when continued interest had waned. The founder had to discontinue sky-diving as the 
insurance policies for his private practice included the stipulation that if the insured 
participates in what the company deems hazardous activities, specifically naming sky 
diving, all insurance policies are null and void for any injury or illness incurred during 
the period in which the activity occurred whether or not the illness or injury had any 
connection whatsoever to the activity. Business overhead insurance and disability 
insurance were two policies that contained that clause, effectively stripping the 
protections that the insurance policies afforded. 
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15 August 1995: California City, CA facility & final training before Y-Dive 


All images are of Brian A. Smith, D.C. 
unless noted. 


First Dive — 16 August 1995 


~ 


3 
The transportation for the sole diving group 
to make their first dive on 16 August. 


, ‘tan 

Y-Dive participant being helped out of 

our plane by the dive instructor. 

Diver just after exiting plane; jumps were static-line and solo! 


Success! 


Another participant 


ANTELOPE VALLEY 


Skydivers raise money for gay teen 


CALIFORNIA CITY — Three 
hundred and fifty men and women 
tooka dive ofa lifetime Saturday as 
they soared overthe Moja 
to taixe money and awareness for 
gay and lesbian youtlis, 

The group jumped from the 


Fect from where cach 
parachuted to One of three landing 
sites, 


~“We wanted to come up with 


Los Angeles resident Mark Green walks away from @ successful jump during 


See DIVE | Page 4 Saturday's fund-ra 


Plarres soaring at 3.500 feet above the Mojave Desert released 350 skydivers during Saturday's event, 
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Parachutists dive in to help 


raise 


someting that would symbolize 
overcoming challenges,” said Jim 
Key, Director of Communications 


Artin nee and Lesbian 
Community ervices Center. 


“S lot of these divers are the 
first-time divees, and in making this 
jump they are facing their fears 
which is very symbolic of what gay 
and lesbian youth face every day.” 

“Itwasareat.” said Sherman Oaks 
residertt Joe Summers, who initially 
got caught in his ropes, but landet 
fine. 

“This is a great way to raise funds 
for an overlooked cause.” said 
Summers. “Children are our fuvure. 
They don’t havea voice, They need 
all of our support.” 

Proceeds ‘rom today’s event, 
which organizers are estimating 
around $300,000, will go to a new 
youth center planned vi? Santa 
Monicu Boulevard where youths 


$< 


tend tu congregate, said Key. 

“We want to be able to reach gay 
and leshian youths on the streets 
before they tucn to drugs or sex for 
survival.” 

4 hundred yoluniwus with 
California City Skydive Center 
staff, one arnbulencs and voluntecr 
paramedics were on hand to assist 
with the event. 

“It's great to see so many people 
get involved.” said Key. 

According to key this was the 

biggest-known, statictine drop in 
history. 
Among the jumpers was a /I- 
year-old Pomona woman, the oldest 
person regisiered. The youngest 
were two 19-year-olds from Tos 
Angeles. One Palmdale resident was 
registered to jump, but did not show 
up Saturday. 

Betoce the divers were alkywed to 
participale they were required to 
take a one-hour training course and 


pass a test. 


money for teen center 


“This is a great way 

to raise funds for an ~ 
overlooked cause. 
Children are our 
future. They don’t 
have a voice. They 
need all of our 
support.” 


— Joe Summers 
Sherman Oaks skydiver 


Crosswinds — First Dive — 15 September 1995 — California Cit 


Crosswinds members before the dive 


View from under the chute 


One diver taken by another diver with part of his open chute visible 


Target 


CROSSWINDS 
“Pride Dive” 


12 November 1995 


- Oyvaswtinass braSle ‘thie srorid's ti first gay 
aid eotan, skydiving ivi group, ds scheduled 
tisetf mnt Pride 1 Love" for Nowember 22a. 
Califerats City | Beye: Cantet: 
Phe gronp wis fotracil 1): beiare Seatth 3x 
a rene othe Gas ‘gad Lesbian. Cenvler’s 
popplp: AIDS: chatty event, 2YDUve* 


| Jn August. The group 1s 
spec eee by ine vs &. 
‘Dorseldting: 
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eeerlation is necessary. 
ae nade dyrans about becoming catt!- 


fied sudte: unt Crow nds, call 4310) 
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iin “age rf Sy tee” : 
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j would any sane adule pomp oud of & flying jilane, rielcing fife and 
limb in the prucese? Vecause it's a blast, “Ita never experienced anything 
dike jompigg-uut of a Plane,” aya cight-tme akydiving veterge Brian - | 
path. -“F rie dhat feeling: Suet fret talking abo itomy pelos are sweat’ 


oe 9 eo 


are 


Part ofthe thrill is (hel ite mere coeotal than physical, mere abort: | 
overcoming thus feay-olbuights demons thé intr pesition or techniqas. 
‘ourre at Wit: money of privily and the wind, yon just Tuve to ambit te it 
and remember a few basic Uutoga. “You Lave te abn Powe miod off bo bioek 
ont pour fear. It's Grighteniow enough to be ina Amal] plane with dhe door | 

‘open and yare standing: i the dior, bnowing you'r: suppesed te jump. | 
vt,” he says, 

Bost heyinmers atu, wilh a ecatic line jump whery the paraghyie és 
uttached to Uke plane amid is wutumatically deployed aflerc Fou juiip. Yuu're 
only in tree full for a fey acconda mmtil the opened chute beging to eluw 
your deseerct, 

Smith insista that, “Goev you wmtaude the res wod teet the brake, 
the panic: subsidea ... thas youre sailing ood itaa fhuoluua feeling, you're 
floatiog Arwund locking ial the heron, watching the gam crest. avur the 
moeuntains,” ; : : 

Harry Aronsen felt safe, cven though he was ory semred bie first Lime. 
“They apend » lot of ticoe with Fou and test, Fou os everyihicp yun've 
learned belure you go wp, 1 ful really comfortable wed confident.” 

., He agroos with Smith that the beat-part ia after the chute ix open and 

_ the worrying is over. "Then yon're alt alune, the plage’s long pone, vo jet 
eqjey the Doatiog. ... Suddenly, after all chat prepAnition, its runl quiet 
and dreamlike.” 

Lagt August, thé Ta Angelea Gay und Lerhian Center heated a VLhive 
to benefit their youu semvdcea program: They bruka a record Dor having 
420 firaictimers aiqdive in one day, Afer the tiring experience af the ¥- 
Dive, Brian Sinith occ Cenareinds, a gay and lesbian akydiviny eroup. 
The 10 noemberk jumped for abot six oinmiths, fint have not hoan active 
rece bly. 

To get inwétved, Smith retommends the Uslifornia City 
Bkydiviog Center nl 40008-6744, That'e where the ¥-Dive took 
place and “they wert phenomenal.” They alill heve the big ¥-Dive 
banner up, and several gay men and Lesbians are etill diving with 
them, Smith savs ibe pifote and instruchors are “"Eiedy redneck, 
but [ could tell being with 425 queara Teally changed. their aut- 
Jeet : 

The Gay and Lesttian Sports Alliance of Grester Lys Angeles 

offers # list-nf «ports und recrestional activities HLOE15-1237. # 
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PLACE OF ISLE 

CALIFORNIA CITY, CALIFORNIA 
CME OF BSE 

AOGUST 19, 1965 


